
 

Page|1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Page|2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This page is intentionally left blank 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Page|3 

Table of Contents 

1. Introduction 

1.1 Purpose of the Plan                                                                                                           11   

1.2        Scope of the Plan          11 

1.3        Hazard Mitigation Planning Directive       11 

1.4        Promulgation Authority         12 

1.5        Local Hazard Mitigation Plan Adoption        12 

1.6        California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)                                                                  12 

2. Planning Process 

2.1        Overview          13 

2.2        Methodology and Timeline        13 

2.2.1     Participation in the Regional OA Planning Process     15 

2.3        Planning Team          16 

2.3.1      Members          16 

 2.3.2      Meetings          16 

2.4         Community Stakeholder Involvement       17 

 2.4.1      Recurring Coordination        17 

 2.4.2      Stakeholder Mitigation Related Planning Resources    18 

2.5         Public Outreach         19 

 2.5.1 LHMP Awareness Campaign        19 

 2.5.2 Mitigation Awareness Campaign      20 

3.    Community Profile 

 3.1 Location           23 

 3.2 Geography            24 

 3.3 History           27 

 3.4 Climate           27 

  3.4.1 Precipitation and Rainfall         28 

  3.4.2 Wind           28 

 3.5 Demographics           29 

 3.6 Economy           30 

  3.6.1 Major Employers in Temecula and Surrounding Vicinity    32 

 3.7 Land Use           33 

  3.7.1 Potential Land Use        34 

  3.7.2 Existing Land Use        36 

  3.7.3 Development Trends        37 

 3.8 Key Assets          38 

4.    Capability Assessment 

 4.1 Personnel Resources        39 

  4.1.1 Government        39 

  4.1.2 Contractors        51 

  4.1.3 Volunteers        51 

  4.1.4 Mutual Aid        52 

  4.1.5 Partnerships        52 



 

Page|4 

 4.2 Mitigation Governance Resources      52 

  4.2.1 Laws, Regulations, Codes, and Ordinances    53 

  4.2.2 Plans, Reports, Studies       55 

  4.2.3 Programs        57 

 4.3 Technical Resources        59 

  4.3.1 Proficiencies and Expertise      59 

  4.3.2 Technology        59 

  4.3.3 Communications       59 

 4.4 Fiscal Resources        60 

  4.4.1 Government Fund       61 

   4.4.1.1   /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ ¢ŜƳŜŎǳƭŀ aŜŀǎǳǊŜ ά{έ CǳƴŘ    62 

  4.4.2 Proprietary and Fiduciary Funds      63 

  4.4.3 Education and Outreach Capabilities     63 

  4.4.4 National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) Participation   65 

 4.5 Expansion of and Improvement Upon Mitigation Capabilities  66 

5.    Hazard Assessment 

 5.1 Overview         69 

 5.2 Hazard Identification        69 

 5.3 Hazard Screening Prioritization       70 

 5.4 Hazard Profiles         71 

  5.4.1 Top 10 Hazards        71 

  5.4.2 Other Hazards of Significance      104 

6.    Risk Assessment 

 6.1 Overview         125 

 6.2 Disaster Proclamation History       125 

 6.3 Disaster Proclamation Process       126 

 6.4 Vulnerability Assessment       127 

 6.5  Hazard Risk Rating        127 

 6.6 City of Temecula Vulnerability and Risk Assessment    120 

  6.6.1 Identification of Critical Facilities and Assets    130 

  6.6.2 Cultural and Natural Resources Inventory    130 

  6.6.3 Risk Assessment and Potential Loss     130 

  6.6.4 Vulnerable Populations       132 

  6.6.5  Analysis of Potential Losses      134 

7.    Mitigation Strategy 

 7.1 Overview         137 

 7.2 Mitigation Goals and Objectives       137 

 7.3 Progress Implementing Mitigation Measures     139 

 7.4 Mitigation Measures Prioritization      139 

 7.5 Mitigation Measures and Projects      141 

 7.6 Mitigation Measure Implementation Plan     143 

8.    Plan Administration 

 8.1 Monitoring, Evaluation and Updating the Plan     147 

  8.1.1 Coordinating Body        147 



 

Page|5 

 8.2 Incorporation into other Planning Efforts     148 

 8.3 Continued Stakeholder and Public Involvement     149 

 8.4 Point of Contact         149 

 

Appendix 1 Adoption Resolution        151 

Appendix 2 Planning Team Members       155 

Appendix 3 Planning Team Members Meeting Attendance Matrix    157 

Appendix 4 Public Outreach         159 

Appendix 5 Key Assets and Facilities        175 

Appendix 6 List of Significant Earthquakes in California since 1700    187 

Appendix 7 Public Survey Results        191 

 

List of Tables 

Table 2.1 ς Planning Team Meetings 

Table 3.1 ς Average Temperatures ς City of Temecula  

Table 3.2 ς Major Employers 

Table 3.3 ς Land Use Categories 

Table 3.4 ς Building Stock Inventory ς City of Temecula 

Table 4.1 ς Education and Outreach Resources 

Table 4.2 ς National Flood Insurance Program Participation 

Table 5.1 ς Modified Mercalli Intensity (MMI) Scale 

Table 5.2 ς Richter Scale 

Table 5.3 ς Recent Fires Occurring in or around the City of Temecula (2000-2022) 

Table 5.4 ς FEMA Flood Zone Designations 

Table 5.5 ς Beaufort Scale 

Table 5.6 - Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale 

Table 5.7 - Fujita Tornado Scale 

Table 6.1 - Emergency or Disaster Declarations, City of Temecula 

Table 6.2 ς Calculated Priority Risk Index (CPRI) 



 

Page|6 

Table 6.3 - CPRI Hazard Scores and Risk Rating 

Table 6.4 - CPRI Hazard Rating Summary 

Table 6.5 - !ƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ /ƛǘȅΩǎ /ǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ LƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ 

Table 6.6 ς City of Temecula Threatened-Population Metrics 

Table 6.7 - Analysis of Potential Losses 

Table 7.1 - Status of Previous Mitigation Measures 

Table 7.2 - Mitigation Actions (Hazard / Goal Alignment) 

Table 7.3 - Mitigation Projects 

Table 7.4 - Mitigation Actions ς Implementation Plan 

 

List of Figures 

Figure 2.1 ς Planning Methodology 

Figure 2.2 ς Planning Timeline 

Figure 3.1 ς City of Temecula 

Figure 3.2 ς Surrounding Jurisdictions 

Figure 3.3 ς Physical Features Surrounding the City of Temecula  

Figure 3.4 ς Average Wind Speeds City of Temecula 

Figure 3.5 ς Historical Population Estimates for the City of Temecula, 2012-2022 

Figure 3.6 ς SCAG Housing Statistics, Temecula 2020 

Figure 3.7 ς Total Number of Jobs in the City of Temecula 2007-2017 

Figure 3.8 ς Total Number of Jobs in the City of Temecula by Industry 2007-2017 

Figure 3.9 ς Unemployment Rate, City of Temecula 

Figure 3.10 ς General Plan Land Use Map 

Figure 3.11 ς Land Use Distribution 

Figure 3.12 ς Existing Land Use Map 

Figure 4.1 - City of Temecula Organizational Structure (1) 

Figure 4.2 - City of Temecula Organizational Structure (2) 



 

Page|7 

Figure 4.3 ς General Fund Projections 

Figure 4.4 ς General Fund Revenue 

Figure 4.5 ς General Fund Expenditures 

Figure 4.6 ς Measure S Appropriations 

Figure 5.1 -  Hazard Prioritization Matrix 

Figure 5.2 ς Riverside County / Temecula Current Drought Conditions 

Figure 5.3 ς Riverside County / Temecula Current Drought Conditions 

Figure 5.4 ς Elsinore Fault Line ς City of Temecula 

Figure 5.5 ς Temecula Fault Lines 

Figure 5.6 ς San Andreas Fault ς Historical Timeline 

Figure 5.7 ς California 30-Year Earthquake Probabilities 

Figure 5.8 ς bh!!Ωǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ŜŀǘƘŜǊ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ IŜŀǘ LƴŘŜȄ 

Figure 5.9 ς Comparison between Historic and Projected Temperatures 

Figure 5.10 ς Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones in Local Response Area (LRA) 

Figure 5.11 ς Temecula 100 Year Flood Map 

Figure 5.12 ς People Killed & Injured in Crashes Involving Large Trucks / Crash Type 

Figure 5.13 - Vail Dam Flood Inundation Map 

Figure 5.14 - Skinner Dam Inundation Map 

Figure 5.15 - Diamond Valley Lake Dam Inundation Map(s) 

Figure 5.16 ς San Onofre Nuclear Zone Map 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Page|8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This page is intentionally left blank 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Page|9 

 

 

Disasters can cause loss of life, damage buildings and infrastructure, and have devastating 

ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎΣ ǎƻŎƛŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǿŜƭƭ-being. Hazard 

mitigation, actions taken to reduce or eliminate long-term risk to life, property, and the 

environment from hazards, can significantly reduce these impacts. Impacts from hazards are a 

challenge to many jurisdictions, its leaders, and its citizens. After catastrophic disaster events, 

communities can experience power outages, loss of water and sewer service, loss of 

telecommunications, limited access to fuel, and closed roadways.  Depending on the magnitude 

of the event, recovery from these events can take weeks, 

months, and in some cases, years. The goal of many 

communities is to reduce the potential impacts from disaster 

events thus effectively shortening the recovery time. In 

emergency management, this is generally called mitigation.  

Mitigation is defined by the Department of Homeland 

Security (DHS) ς Federal Emergency Management Agency 

όC9a!ύ ŀǎ άany action taken to reduce and/or eliminate the 

long-term risk to human life and property from natural 

hazards.έ aƛǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǇƘŀǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

Disaster Cycle and is the only phase specifically dedicated to 

breaking the cycle of damage. The goal of mitigation is to build resiliency within the community, 

enabling a more efficient and effective response to and recovery from disasters and/or major 

emergencies.  

To assist communities become more resilient to hazards, FEMA developed a program and 

guidance around the creation of Local Hazard Mitigation Plans (LHMPs). LHMPs promote a 

comprehensive planning process, requiring an assessment of local capabilities against impacts 

from hazards in order to identify potential projects and/or strategies.  

Within an approved and adopted LHMP, cities, counties, and special districts are eligible for 

Federal Hazard Mitigation Assistance (HMA) grants offered through FEMA: Hazard Mitigation 

Grant Program (HMGP), Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC; formerly Pre-

Disaster Mitigation ς PDM), and Flood Management Assistance (FMA). The HMA grants are a 

great source of funding to help implement local mitigation actions identified in the LHMP.  

This update to the City of Temecula LHMP is built upon previous mitigation efforts within the City 

and incorporated new, relevant information into the plan. Part of this update process includes 

reassessing and reevaluating: local capabilities (personnel resources, governance, technical skills, 

and fiscal resources); community hazards (identification, impacts, and prioritization); and 

mitigation goals, objectives, and measures/actions. Significant consideration was given to 

acknowledging new (and existing) challenges and issues facing the City (i.e., pandemic, civil 

PREFACE 
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disturbance, technology disruption, and wind driven fire events). During this update, the city tried 

to take a more comprehensive, strategic approach to the LHMP. This led to reorganizing the plan 

and also adding, renaming, and expanding hazards as well as mitigation actions.  

Because the LHMP must include information to meet federal requirements and guidance, it 

includes information not traditionally found in other planning documents. This can lead to a large, 

cumbersome document, making it difficult to easily access specific information. In an attempt to 

ensure the LHMP contains all required information and is user-friendly; it has been organized as 

follows: 

Chapter 1: Introduction ς provides information on the purpose of the plan, outlines the scope 

of the work, and presents the adoption process and authority.  

Chapter 2:  Planning Process ς provides information on the methodology used to prepare the 

LHMP, including a list of the Planning Team members and the public outreach 

efforts.  

Chapter 3: Community Profile ς provides background information on the city, ensuring all 

Planning Team members have a common understanding of the dynamics within 

the community. 

Chapter 4: Capability Assessment ς provides information on the current mitigation efforts by 

the city, including department roles and responsibilities, existing 

plans/programs/codes, and available funding. 

Chapter 5: Hazard Assessment ς provides information on hazards within the city and 

assesses the priority of each hazard. 

Chapter 6: Risk & Vulnerability Assessment ς provides information on the potential impacts, 

through exposure and loss (damage) estimates for each hazard within the city.  

Chapter 7: Mitigation Strategies ς provides information on the actions/projects the city is 

proposing to address the vulnerabilities to the high-risk hazards within the city. 

Chapter 8: Plan Administration ς provides information on how the city intends to keep the 

LHMP current, incorporate it into other efforts, and share it with the public.  
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The Local Hazard Mitigation Plan (LHMP) ƛǎ ŀ άliving documentέ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘΣ 

reevaluated, monitored, and revised to reflect changing conditions and new information. As 

required, the LHMP must be updated every five (5) years to remain in compliance with 

regulations to receive Federal Hazard Mitigation Assistance (HMA) grants. At a minimum, this 

plan shall be reviewed annually. The City of Temecula has had several approved and adopted 

[IatΩǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴ нлмтΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ [Iat ƛǎ ŀƴ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ нлмт /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ ¢ŜƳŜŎǳƭŀ [IatΦ  

¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ ¢ŜƳŜŎǳƭŀΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ update the LHMP began in early 2022. The goal was to bring all 

members of the city (local business, community members) together to create a plan that 

identified and assessed the various hazards within the city. The desire was to have the city 

develop a comprehensive LHMP that was inclusive of all potential hazards that could affect the 

city.   

1.1  Purpose of the Plan  

The purpose of this plan is to outline a mitigation strategy to help reduce and/or eliminate 

impacts from hazards within the City of Temecula.  

1.2  Scope of the Plan  

The scope of this plan is to: 1) assess relevant existing conditions and capabilities within the city; 

2) identify potential hazards and their impacts to the city; and 3) propose additional mitigation 

measures to address the impacts to the high-priority hazards within the city. In support of this 

scope, this update will: evaluate mitigation progress since the approved and adopted LHMP; 

implement and document a comprehensive planning process; present actions to maintain and 

integrate the LHMP with other City plans; and establish methods to continuously inform and 

educate the public on hazards and actions that can be taken to reduce and/or eliminate the 

impact.  

1.3  Hazard Mitigation Planning Directive  

In 2000, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) adopted revisions to Title 44 of the 

Code of Federal Regulations (44 CFR). This revision is knowƴ ŀǎ ά5ƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ aƛǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ !Ŏǘ ό5a!ύ 

нлллέΦ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ онн όŀ-d) of DMA 2000 requires that local governments, as a condition of receiving 

federal disaster mitigation funds, have an approved and adopted Hazard Mitigation Plan (HMP) 

that describes the process for assessing hazards, risks, and vulnerabilities; identifying and 

prioritizing mitigation actions; and soliciting input from the community (public), key stakeholders, 

and adjacent jurisdictions/agencies.  

A LHMP must be approved every five (5) years per DMA 2000. While the County of Riverside is 

responsible for adopting the 2022 Riverside County Operational Area Multi-Jurisdictional Local 

1. INTRODUCTION  
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IŀȊŀǊŘ aƛǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴΣ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ ¢ŜƳŜŎǳƭŀ ƛǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀŘƻǇǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴŜȄ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ 

plan ς more specifically, the 2022 City of Temecula Local Hazard Mitigation Plan.  

1.4  Promulgation Authority 

The City Council is the legislative body of the City of Temecula. It decides policy for the municipal 

government, enacts laws, and oversees all activities of the City. The City Council also serves as 

the governing body of the City of Temecula Redevelopment Agency. This promulgation authority 

is vested in the members of the City Council. A list of members of the Temecula City Council 

include: 

 Mayor   Zack Schwank   Council Member         Brendan Kalfus 

 Mayor Pro-Tem WŀƳŜǎ ά{ǘŜǿέ {ǘŜǿŀǊǘ  Council Member         Curtis Brown  

 Council Member Jessica Alexander 

 

1.5  Local Hazard Mitigation Plan Adoption 

The City of Temecula will submit plans to the Riverside County Emergency Management 

5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ό9a5ύ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŀǘŜ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ 

Office of Emergency Services (CalOES) for review prior to being submitted to the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). The City of Temecula wiƭƭ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀƴ ά!ǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ 

tŜƴŘƛƴƎ !ŘƻǇǘƛƻƴέ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ C9a! ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŦƻǊ ŀŘƻǇǘƛƻƴΦ  

The update of the City of Temecula LHMP was reviewed and adopted by the City Council on 11 

July 2023 under Resolution 2023-59. A copy of the Resolution is located in Appendix 1.  

 

1.6  California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 

Categorical Exemption: This planning activity is categorically exempt under Title 14 of the Cal. 

Admin. Code Section 15061(b)(3)(common sense exemption) and Section 15262 (feasibility and 

planning studies), on a separate and independent basis. The commonsense exemption applies 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀŘƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [Iat ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎΩ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ 

the General Plan by reference, will not have a significant effect on the environment. The LHMP 

is a planning study which informs the City of vulnerabilities to natural hazards and potential 

future actions to mitigate risks. Adoption of the LHMP is not a commitment to any future action, 

nor is it a decision to approve, adopt, or fund any of the potential mitigation actions identified.  
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2.1 Overview  

This section demonstrates the methodology used by the City of Temecula to develop the LHMP. 

C9a!Ωǎ [Iat ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άǿƘƻƭŜ 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέ approach in the planning process. The whole community concept promotes 

inclusion of not only emergency managers but other City department representatives (e.g., public 

works, economic development, community development, planning, building & safety), as well as 

outside partners (e.g., surrounding cities, special districts, business leaders) to participate in the 

LHMP planning effort. Soliciting and considering input from diverse interests is essential to 

building a comprehensive plan and gaining community-wide support for the plan.  

2.2 Methodology and Timeline 

To complete the update of the LHMP, the City of Temecula incorporated a three (3) phase 

planning process: 1) Prepare; 2) Develop; and 3) Finalize (Figure 2.1).  Phase 2 ς Develop, has 

three (3) sub-phases that establish the current conditions, determine the risk and vulnerabilities, 

and identifies strategies and projects. In addition, Figure 2.2 depicts the timeline to complete the 

project. While this methodology is in alignment with the FEMA guidance, sequence and naming 

of the phases were adjusted to better suit the needs of the City of Temecula.  

Figure 2.1 ς Planning Methodology (2022) 

 

мΦ tǊŜǇŀǊŜ нΦ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇ
пΦ LƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ϧ 
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V 9ǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ 
¢ŜŀƳ

V 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ 
tƭŀƴ

нŀΦ 9ȄƛǎǝƴƎ 
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2. PLANNING PROCESS 
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Figure 2.2 ς Planning Timeline (2022) 

 

Under the Prepare phase, general project tasks were completed. This included conducting an 

Administrative Kick-Off meeting with the Hazard Mitigation Planning Team (HMPT), an 

identification of the Public Outreach effort, and a Kick-hŦŦ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ǘŜŀƳΦ  

As mentioned, the Develop phase had three (3) sub-phases. During the Existing Conditions sub-

phase, the Planning Team confirmed current City mitigation capabilities, including identification 

of departments supporting mitigation, current governance guiding mitigation efforts, 

identification of fiscal resource availability to possibly support mitigation, discussion of key 

assets, and identification and description of local hazards within the City. Under the Risk 

Assessment sub-phase, the Planning Team reviewed exposure and impacts of hazards within the 

City, and prioritized hazards. The final sub-phase, Mitigation Strategies, had the Planning Team 

discuss previous mitigation efforts, identify, and prioritize new mitigation projects, and develop 

and implementation plan for each project.  

Throughout the Develop Phase, plans and other documents, both internal and external, were also 

analyzed and leveraged to ensure decisions were based on the best available information and 

that proposed actions were compatible with other efforts. And conversely, efforts were made to 

encourage results from the LHMP planning process were considered and incorporated into other 

planning efforts.  

The last phase of the planning process methodology was Finalize. During this phase, the Planning 

Team reviewed and provided additional comments on the complete LHMP before being 
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ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƻŦ wƛǾŜǊǎƛŘŜΣ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 

(CalOES) and FEMA. This phase also included addressing both CalOES and FEMA comments and 

working with the City Council to adopt the LHMP.  

During the planning process, draft LHMP sections (i.e., capabilities, hazards, vulnerability, 

mitigation strategies) were disseminated for review and comment as the Planning Team moved 

through each phase and sub-phase. This helped the Planning Team focus their review on the 

subject matter at hand and enforced the relationship between the phases. At the end of the 

planning process, another review cycle was provided, this time with all draft sections under one 

cover.  

2.2.1 Participation in Regional (OA) Planning Process 

The City of Temecula participated in the Regional LHMP planning process with the Riverside 

County Operational Area by attending LHMP meetings and public hearings.  

The City of Temecula participated in Riverside County workshops, conferences, and meetings, 

including: 

¶ 1 May 2022: Riverside County Emergency Management Department reached out to the 

City of Temecula to ascertain their intent to participate in the multi-jurisdiction LHMP 

planning process and obtain a letter of commitment.  

¶ 17 May 2022: The City of Temecula processed their letter of commitment to participate 

in the Riverside County Multi-Jurisdictional LHMP Planning Process and provided it to the 

Riverside County Emergency Management Department. 

¶ 1 June 2022: The City of Temecula received an invitation to participate in the Riverside 

County LHMP Multi-Jurisdiction Workshop that was scheduled to occur on 15 June 2022.   

¶ 15 June 2022: The City of Temecula participated in the Riverside County LHMP Jurisdiction 

Workshop to begin the planning process.  

o During this meeting, an introduction to the OA planning process was introduced. 

Numerous tools were provided to the participants to ensure they had a building 

block in which to begin their individual planning processes 

¶ 14 July 2022: Attended the Riverside County Emergency Managers Association (RCEMA) 

Meeting where the OA LHMP was discussed. 

¶ 3 August 2022: Attended the Riverside County OA LHMP Steering Committee Planning 

Meeting where the membership continued to discuss the process, where the OA was at 

within the planning process, and discussed measures to assist the local jurisdictions in 

completing their individual plans.   

¶ 10 August 2022: Attended the Riverside County OA LHMP Workshop to work on planning 

updates to the current jurisdictional LHMP. 

¶ 5 Oct 2022: Attended the Riverside County OA LHMP Steering Committee Planning 

Meeting where the membership continued to discuss the process, where the OA was at 



 

Page|16 

within the planning process, and discussed measures to assist the local jurisdictions in 

completing their individual plans.   

¶ 4 Jan 2023: Attended the Riverside County OA LHMP Steering Committee Planning 

Meeting where the membership continued to discuss the process, where the OA was at 

within the planning process, and discussed measures to assist the local jurisdictions in 

completing their individual plans.   

2.3 Planning Team  

Building on the whole community concept, a Planning Team was established to assist with the 

updating of the City of Temecula LHMP. The primary goal of the Planning Team is to help define 

and identify the strategies within the LHMP. The Planning Team was led by representatives from 

the Office of Emergency Management. The Office of Emergency Management representatives 

took on the responsibility of Project Manager and facilitated and coordinated Planning Team 

activities. Additionally, the City of Temecula Office of Emergency Management utilized their 

organic Emergency Manager to provide technical support and provide the final updated LHMP.  

2.3.1 Members 

The City of Temecula Hazard Mitigation Planning Team (HMPT) was comprised of subject matter 

experts who could provide the greatest benefit to the team or represented specific topics 

covered by the LHMP. Leveraging the list of Planning Team members during the last update to 

the LHMP, the Office of Emergency Management evaluated, expanded, and confirmed the list of 

Planning Team members. An email invite was sent out to each Planning Team member and a 

series of follow-up phone calls were conducted to discuss the project and confirm participation. 

Keeping the Planning Team to a manageable number of members while ensuring that all 

perspectives are captured and/or included in the process is challenging. To balance this, the 

Planning Team members were urged to act as liaisons to community groups with whom they 

regularly interact with, exchanging thoughts on the LHMP with other groups in the community. 

Planning Team members were encouraged to communicate the direction and status of the 

planning effort to their outside members and in return they were expected to bring outside 

perspectives to the Planning Team. The City of Temecula took great efforts to engage and include 

as many Planning Team members as possible. A list of the Hazard Mitigation Planning Team 

members can be found in Appendix 2.  

2.3.2 Meetings   

There were a series of meetings held with the Planning Team. Each meeting had a primary focus 

and provided an opportunity to discuss/review information and exchange ideas. Below is a list of 

the Planning Team meetings (Table 2.1) and Planning Team member attendance at each meeting 

can be found at Appendix 3. 
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Table 2.1 ς Planning Team Meetings 

Date Purpose of the Meeting 
14 Sep 22 Kickoff Meeting 
12 Oct 22 Capabilities Planning Meeting #1 (Community Profile / Key Assets) 
27 Oct 22 Public Meeting ς Public/Traffic Safety Commission 
2 Nov 22 Capabilities Planning Meeting #2 
17 Nov 22 Hazard Assessment Meeting #1 
15 Dec 22 Hazard Assessment Meeting #2 
18 Jan 23 Planning Review Meeting (Post Public Comment)  
26 Jan 23 Public Meeting ς Public/Traffic Safety Commission 
01 Feb 23 Public Meeting ς Planning Commission 

 

2.4 Community Stakeholder Involvement 

2.4.1 Recurring Coordination  

The City of Temecula attends and coordinates several meetings with community stakeholders 

focused on Emergency Management topics (i.e., response, recovery, mitigation, preparedness, 

and prevention). Prior to the LHMP update process, the city leverages these meetings to 

ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ƛǘǎ [Iat ŀƴŘ ǎƻƭƛŎƛǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ 

stakeholder representatives. A large number of these stakeholder meetings are organized by the 

Riverside County Emergency Management Department (RIVCO EMD). The Riverside County EMD 

ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊǎƛŘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ǊŜŀ όh!ύ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΦ LǘΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǎ ƭŜŀŘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƭƻŎŀƭ 

governments response and recovery operations. The Riverside County EMD also encourages 

coordination across local governments and community stakeholders. Some of these efforts 

include:  

¶ Riverside County LHMP Steering Committee ς meetings focused on maintaining, 

coordinating, and updating the OA Multi-Jurisdictional LHMP and the individual agency 

LHMP annexes.  

¶ Operational Area Planning Committee (OAPC) ς The OAPC was established by the County 

of Riverside Emergency Management Department (EMD) as the lead County department 

to ensure coordinated operation area level activities and administer the Emergency 

Management Program on behalf of the County of Riverside, Operational Area (OA), and 

the Director of Emergency Services.  

¶ Riverside County Emergency Managers Association (RCEMA) ς To coordinate notification 

and information management for the Operational Area (OA); to maximize situational 

awareness; and to provide a common operating picture for all emergency management 

participants and stakeholders.  

¶ City of Temecula Planning Commission - The Planning Commission (PC), serving as the 

designated statutory planning agency for the City of Temecula, reviews and makes 
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recommendations on topics related to subdivisions, specific plans, zone changes, plot 

plans and conducts legally required public hearings. 

¶ City of Temecula Public/Traffic Safety Commission - The Public/Traffic Safety Commission 

(PTSC) reviews and makes recommendations on topics related to speed zones, stop signs, 

signals, pavement markings, traffic design and engineering. 

¶ Citizen Corps Advisory Board - The Temecula Citizens Corps (TCC) Advisory Board is an 

ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƘŜ ¢//Ωǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ 

prepared and disaster ready volunteer group within the city.  As an advisory component, 

the team provides mentorship, advise, guidance and support in growing the program, 

increasing membership, and showcasing abilities and capabilities across the region. 

The City of Temecula also meets quarterly with the Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster 

(VOAD) group. The Riverside County chapter of the VOAD group is a community network of non-

partisan membership organizations that serves as the forum to share knowledge and resources 

to help communities prepare for and recover from disasters. Further, VOAD fosters efficient 

delivery of available member resources to persons with unmet needs affected by disaster.  

At the local level, the City of Temecula meets with the faith-based organizations monthly through 

the Murrieta/Temecula Valley Interfaith Council. This group coordinates all faith-based 

organizations within the City of Temecula. The group promotes positive interfaith relationships, 

enhances non-violent attitudes and behavior, supports peace, and promotes goodwill in 

Temecula and surrounding communities. During disasters, this group supports this city not only 

in having volunteers, but also in providing emotional and religious support upon request.  

2.4.2 Stakeholder Mitigation Related Planning Resources  

To ensure consistency with the region, the Ciǘȅ ƻŦ ¢ŜƳŜŎǳƭŀΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ 

ensured the Planning Team ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ IŀȊŀǊŘ aƛǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ 

tƭŀƴ όIatύ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ [IatΩǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƭƛǎǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΥ  

¶ State of California Hazard Mitigation Plan 

¶ Riverside County Multi-Jurisdictional Local Hazard Mitigation Plan  

¶ City of Menifee Local Hazard Mitigation Plan 

¶ City of Murrieta Local Hazard Mitigation Plan 

¶ Pechanga Band of Luiseno Indians Tribal Hazard Mitigation Plan 

¶ Rancho California Water District Hazard Mitigation Plan 

While not technically considered a mitigation plan, the Planning Team also reviewed the new 

ŘǊŀŦǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ tƭŀƴΣ ǘƘŜ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ tƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ [ƛŦŜ aŀǎǘŜǊ tƭŀƴΦ 

¢ƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ǊŜǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ 9htΩǎ ƛǎ to understand how the City of Temecula and other communities 

within the region will respond to events and the type of equipment and facilities that they will 

rely on. Gaining this perspective, the Planning Team was able to incorporate these considerations 

into its LHMP. Although there is a concerted effort to incorporate LHMP information into the 
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General Plan Safety Elements, that is not always the case. A review of the Safety Elements can 

provide additional insight into hazards within the community and present a closer tie to 

community-wide goals and objectives.  

2.5 Public Outreach 

For the purposes of the LHMP, the public is defined as any person within the jurisdiction or 

adjacent areas, not part of the planning team, not acting in an official capacity of a recognized 

form or level of government. There were two (2) different Public Outreach campaigns used 

during the City of Temecula LHMP update process: first informing the community of the efforts 

to update the LHMP and the second by educating the community of hazards and mitigation 

process. Below is a summary of the campaigns.  

2.5.1 LHMP Awareness Campaign 

This campaign presents the strategy for how the City of Temecula engaged the public during the 

[Iat ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ ! ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ C9a!Ωǎ [Iat ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ άǿƘƻƭŜ 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέ is involved. A significant element ƻŦ C9a!Ωǎ άǿƘƻƭŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέ is based on the 

general public.  

The public outreach strategy worked in conjunction with the LHMP planning process and the 

timeline. As the Hazard Mitigation Planning Team (HMPT) completed critical milestones, key 

information was disseminated to the public for consideration and input. This information was 

published via the Office of Emergency Management webpage. All public outreach events were 

conducted in person and within the local community.  The City of Temecula held three (3) public 

meetings: one (1) at the start of the project; and two (2) at the end of the project. In addition to 

the public meetings, pop-up booths at events across the city were used in providing update 

information on the LHMP to the general public in keeping with the intent of including the άǿƘƻƭŜ 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦέ In between these meetings were a series of status updates provided through the 

city website, keeping the general public aware of the progress and status of the project.  

This outreach strategy shared information about the project kickoff, hazards and potential 

impacts within the community, current mitigation capabilities, and proposed mitigation actions. 

The information was shared through presentations, status updates, and a community-based 

survey. Additionally, social media platforms (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, LinkedIn, Nextdoor) 

and email blasts were used heavily to promote the update to the plan and the need for the 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƛƴǇǳǘ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ǇƭŀƴΦ  

The for the update process, the City of Temecula leveraged the Public/Traffic Safety Commission 

to engage the public. This commission holds regular, ongoing meetings with the public and its 

purpose was in alignment with the LHMP efforts in promoting the public safety.  On October 20, 

2022, the City of Temecula published the commission agenda to the public announcing the LHMP 

as an agenda item for the October 27th Public/Traffic Safety Commission meeting.  
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A second public outreach meeting was held on 26 Jan 23  and presented to the Public/Traffic 

Safety Commission to provide an overview of the draft LHMP; a meeting announcement went 

out on 19 Jan 23. The presentation informed the community of the LHMP planning process and 

the hazards identified for validation for the updated plan. The presentation provided an overview 

of the chapters in the LHMP, highlighting the proposed mitigation actions; inviting the public to 

review and submit comments on the draft LHMP.  

Attendance at the three Public Outreach meetings were nominal. The presentations were 

prepared for each meeting to inform the public on mitigation, the LHMP update planning process, 

and to walk the public through the LHMP content. During the meetings, some comments were 

received, most requesting clarification of the content provided within the LHMP presented 

material as well as a few questions on local topics. The draft LHMP was made available through 

ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ ¢ŜƳŜŎǳƭŀΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀ 

function that allowed the public to submit comments on the LHMP after their review. The HMPT  

received zero comments during the Public Outreach review and comment period.  

There were no public comments received during the 30 days comment period, however, 

comments received from the public survey were shared with the HMPT; and revisions were 

incorporated into the LHMP where appropriate. The public announcements and presentations 

for all meetings can be found at Appendix 4.  

2.5.2 Mitigation Awareness Campaign 

Over the last 2 years, the City of Temecula has established both regular and AdHoc meetings and 

events geared towards the exchange of information on preparedness and mitigation efforts. 

AdHoc meetings/events consist of events run by the city or other organizations that may provide 

opportunities to share and exchange information about hazard mitigation. The City organized 

and/or participated in a number of local initiatives to inform the public of hazards in the 

community and discussed possible mitigation actions. The City sponsors and staff information 

booths at local events, annual State of the City addresses, and volunteer events where the 

promotion of hazard mitigation is one of the components to regular outreach. The City 

encourages increased participation within our Citizen Corps Council, the Temecula Citizen Corps, 

and promotes preparedness through the Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) program 

of instruction. CERT training helps educate the community about hazards and trains citizens to 

be self-sufficient and resilient immediately following a major emergency or disaster. The Office 

of Emergency Management conducted a citizen survey during the LHMP process to gauge and 

determine the level of knowledge local citizens have about potential disasters and assess areas 

of vulnerability to various types of disasters within their individual communities. The survey 

further discussed the level of preparedness from each respondent to determine the readiness 

level of families which will lead to better engagement of the publics needs during emergencies.  

The city also leverages its social media platforms (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram), media (print, 

broadcast), and other general public announcements to disseminate vital information about 



 

Page|21 

hazards in the community, relevant programs being undertaken to safeguard the public from 

effects of hazards, and actions the public can take to protect themselves during an emergent 

event. This information can be found at Appendix 4 ς Public Outreach. 
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The purpose of this section is to present an overview of the City of Temecula, providing the 

Planning Team with a common understanding of the existing conditions and perspective on select 

aspects within the community. Gaining a common understanding of the existing conditions 

provides the basis on which the Planning Team can assess the impacts of hazards, as well as 

identify needed mitigation actions.  

3.1 Location 

The City of Temecula is located in the most southwestern portion of Riverside County and is the 

first city backing up to the San Diego County line. Temecula resides ninety (90) miles from 

downtown Los Angeles, forty-one (41) miles from downtown Riverside, and eighty (80) miles 

from the U.S. ς Mexico border (Figure 3.1). The City of Temecula planning areas covers 

approximately 30.17 square miles.  

Figure 3.1 ς City of Temecula (2022) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. COMMUNITY PROFILE 
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The City is bordered by other local jurisdictions (Figure 3.2). The County of Riverside has 

jurisdiction over the unincorporated land surrounding Temecula on the western and eastern 

sides. The City of Temecula shares a border with the City of Murrieta along Murrieta Hot Springs 

Road, San Diego County on the southern section of town and at the Interstate 15 Border 

Checkpoint and Riverside County unincorporated areas of DeLuz to the west and Temecula Valley 

Wine Country to the east.  

Figure 3.2 ς Surrounding Jurisdictions (2022) 

 

3.2 Geography 

The city of ¢ŜƳŜŎǳƭŀΩǎ ŜƭŜǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ мΣлмл feet above sea level and spans 30.17 square miles.  It is 

a graben rift valley making up portions of the Elsinore Trough created over time by the major 

fault lines of the Elsinore Fault Zone.   The city is flanked by Rainbow Valley and Gavilan Mountain 

to the south, De Luz and Margarita Peak to the west, the City of Murrieta, and Lake Skinner to 

the north and Temecula Wine Country and Cahuilla Mountain in the distance to the east.  The 

city harbors 6.1 miles of the Interstate 15 north and south from San Diego County to San 
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Bernardino County.  State Highway 79 flanks the city north and south ends and offers travel from 

Santa Ysabel to the south end of Juniper Flats.    

The geographical coordinates of Temecula are 33.494 deg latitude, -117.148 deg longitude, and 

мΣлмл Ŧǘ ŜƭŜǾŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƻǇƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ н ƳƛƭŜǎ ƻŦ ¢ŜƳŜŎǳƭŀ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǾŀǊƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ 

ƛƴ ŜƭŜǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ŜƭŜǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ фмр ŦŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŜƭŜǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǾŜ ǎŜŀ 

ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ мΣмтф ŦŜŜǘΦ ²ƛǘƘƛƴ мл ƳƛƭŜǎ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǾŀǊƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ŜƭŜǾŀǘƛƻƴ όпΣлрр ŦŜŜǘύΦ 

²ƛǘƘƛƴ рл ƳƛƭŜǎ ŀƭǎƻ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜ ǾŀǊƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ŜƭŜǾŀǘƛƻƴ όммΣпфл ŦŜŜǘύΦ  

¢ƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ н ƳƛƭŜǎ ƻŦ ¢ŜƳŜŎǳƭŀ ƛǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ǎƘǊǳōǎ όрс҈ύΣ ŀǊǘƛŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜǎ όом҈ύΣ 

ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀǎǎƭŀƴŘ όмл҈ύΣ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ мл ƳƛƭŜǎ ōȅ ǎƘǊǳōǎ όсф҈ύ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀǎǎƭŀƴŘ όму҈ύΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ рл 

ƳƛƭŜǎ ōȅ ǎƘǊǳōǎ όрн҈ύ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ όму҈ύΦ 

Figure 3.3 ς Physical Features Surrounding the City of Temecula (2022) 

 

There are two (2) principal streams/creeks that drain into the City of Temecula, each present 

identifiable hazards at peak flows: 

¶ Temecula Creek ς The Temecula Creek, ŦƻǊƳŜǊƭȅ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳŜŎǳƭŀ wƛǾŜǊΣ Ǌǳƴǎ онΦс 

ƳƛƭŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ wƛǾŜǊǎƛŘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΣ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΣ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǊǳǊŀƭ 


